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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PEPR, PDIP, IZ, CA 

SUBJECT: EXPULSION OF CANADIAN DIPLOMAT FROM IRAQ 
REF: BAGHDAD 1427 

1 . BELOW IS TEXT OF COMMUNIQUE ISSUED JULY 7 BY 
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ON EXPULSION OF CANADIAN 
DIPLOMAT MCKENZIE FROM BAGHDAD. THIS MATTER HAS RECEIVED 
ONLY MINOR ATTENTION IN THE CANADIAN MEDIA. WE EXPECT 
TO SEE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF MIDDLE EASTERN AFFAIRS IN 
EXTAFF JULY 12, AT WHICH TIME WE WILL ASK IF HE HAS ANY 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THIS SUBJECT. 

BEGIN TEXT: THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS HAS BEEN 
ADVISED THAT THE IRAQI MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS HAS 
DECLARED MR. W. A. MCKENZIE, FIRST SECRETARY AND CHARGE 
D'AFFAIRES A.I. AT THE CANADIAN EMBASSY IN BAGHDAD, 

PERSONA NON GRATA. WHILE NO EXPLANATION OR JUSTIFICATION 
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WAS GIVEN FOR THIS ACTION, IT IS PRESUMABLY IN RETALIATION 
FOR THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT HAVING REQUESTED AN IRAQI 
SECOND SECRETARY, MR. ABDUL LATIF M. AL-NIAIMI, TO LEAVE 
CANADA. MR. AL-NIAIMI LEFT ON JUNE 20. 

MR. AL-NIAIMI'S DEPARTURE FROM CANADA WAS REQUESTED 
BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN ENGAGED IN QUESTIONABLE INTELLIGENCE 
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ACTIVITIES SIMILAR IN NATURE TO THOSE CARRIED ON BY THE 
FORMER MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY AT THE IRAQI EMBASSY, 

MR. ABU AL-KHAIL, WHOSE DEPARTURE FRDM CANADA WAS RE- 
QUESTED IN AUGUST 1977. IN PARTICULAR, MR. AL-NIAIMI 
IS KNOWN TO HAVE PAID OUT SUMS OF MONEY FOR REPORTS ON 
INDIVIDUALS IN THE CANADIAN KURDISH COMMUNITY AND HIS 
AGENTS HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN EFFORTS TO DISRUPT KURDISH 
ORGANIZATIONS. IN REQUESTING HIS DEPARTURE, THE CANADIAN 
GOVERNMENT REITERATED ITS POSITION THAT THE CARRYING ON 
OF SUCH INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES, WHETHER OR NOT DIRECTED 
AGAINST THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT, IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE 
DIPLOMATIC STATUS OF PERSONNEL SERVING WITH AN EMBASSY IN 
OTTAWA. 

THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT HAS CONVEYED TO THE GOVERNMENT OF 
IRAQ THROUGH THE IRAQI AMBASSADOR IN OTTAWA, A STRONG 
PROTEST AT ITS ARBITRARY AND UNJUSTIFIED ACTION IN 
EXPELLING THE CANADIAN CHARGE D'AFFAIRES. IN A DIPLO- 
MATIC NOTE, GIVEN TO THE AMBASSADOR ON JULY 7, THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS REJECTED IN PRINCIPLE ANY 
SUGGESTION THAT RETALIATION IN ANY FORM AGAINST CANADIAN 
PERSONNEL IN BAGHDAD WAS JUSTIFIED OR ACCEPTABLE. 

POINTING OUT THAT MR. AL-NIAIMI’S DEPARTURE HAD BEEN 
REQUESTED BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN ENGAGED IN INTELLIGENCE 
ACTIVITIES WHICH THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT IS NOT PRE- 
PARED TO TOLERATE, THE DEPARTMENT'S NOTE STATED THAT 
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NEITHER MR. MCKENZIE NOR ANY OTHER MEMBER OF THE CANADIAN 
EMBASSY STAFF IN BAGHDAD HAD ENGAGED IN ANY KIND OF 
IMPROPER ACTIVITIES AND THAT NO SUCH ALLEGATIONS HAD 
BREN MADE. THERE WAS, THEREFORE, NO BASIS WHATSOEVER 
FOR THE ACTION TAKEN BY THE IRAQI AUTHORITIES. 

MR. MCKENZIE, AGED 40, WAS BORN IN ENGLAND, AND 
RECEIVED HIS BACHELOR OF SCIENCE AND MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION DEGREES FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
IN 1962 AND 1964 RESPECTIVELY. HE JOINED THE TRADE 
COMMISSIONER SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY, 

TRADE AND COMMERCE IN 1965 AND HAS SERVED IN MELBOURNE, 
AUSTRALIA, SEATTLE AND IN CAIRO, EGYPT. MR. MCKENZIE 
IS SINGLE. MR. MCKENZIE WILL BE REASSIGNED SHORTLY. 

END TEXT. 

ENDERS 
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